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(54) ELECTRONIC DOCUMENT PROCESSING SYSTEM AND PREPARING METHOD FOR DIGITAL 
SIGNATURE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To provide the preparing method for digital signature 
and an authentication method for electronic document so as to 
change document contents on the way of circulation. 
CONSTITUTION: When a user adds or changes received 
document contents at a terminal equipment 10 receiving the 
electronic document to which the digital signature is added, 
signature data 1 07 containing version management information 
108 required for restoring an electronic document 101 of a 
previous version from an electronic document 105 of a new 
version are processed in ciphering by a secret key 1 1 1 of the 
user so as to prepare the digital signature 11 3 of the user. Since 
the document provided with the version preceded by one version 
from the received document is restored by using version 
management information 208 contained in signature data 207 
obtained by decoding the last digital signature by a public key 
208, at the terminal equipment receiving the electronic 
document, the relation of correspondence between all the digital 
signatures and documents can be confirmed by the similar 
procedure. 
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